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CURRENT 
AFFAIRS

THE LOTUS VS. 
LEGISLATION: IS 
EGYPT READY FOR 
CHANGE?

an opinion piece by MARWA SIAM-ABDOU

F ebruary 11th marked the beginning 
of revolutionary change, not the over-
throwing of Mubarak, but the simple 

fact that change is even possible for a people who 
had were forced to live with the undesirable(s); 
a frustrated society plagued by unemployment, 
overpopulation and a thousand broken promises. 
It was nearing a “game over” for Egypt until 
minimal hopes stemmed from the Lotus revolu-
tion - and I say minimal for a reason.

What many believe is that “change has 
come,” what has really come to fruition is the 
“possibility of ‘a’ change”, not “change” itself. 
Change is cultivated, taught, tested, discussed 
and developed, not created over a 17-day long 
manifestation of anger and executed within two 
months - anger is temporary, change should smell 
and feel like permanence.

It’s only a revolution if change follows, 
and change isn’t synonym to immediacy,

The most recently suggested changes for a “new Egypt” make this hope for change seem 
like a desperate rather than a calculated, and well though-out decision. Egypt’s military has se-
lected a committee that would be responsible for putting together ‘interim’ suggestions for the 
new constitution - amendments that would definitely seem appealing to a change-hungry people, 
regardless of whether they are good for the nation or not.

Some of the interesting changes pertaining to a future presidential candidate are: He 
can not have a dual citizenship, neither one of his parents could have a dual citizenship, his wife 
must be of Egyptian origin and he could not be under 40 years of age. [Other than the appreciated 
suggestion that a presidential term should only be four years long].

Despite the somewhat nonsensical nature of these changes, 
the referendum has passed with a 77 per cent majority vote. Have 
the people of Egypt attained the much-needed change? It’s difficult 
to tell, especially when the changes were initially suggested by a 
panel that is partially formed of members of the National Demo-
cratic Party - the party that is fully responsible for a 30-year-old 
problematic nation. 
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change means decisions, it means cleaning up three 
decade of social political and economic messes.

It’s only a revolution if change fol-
lows, and change isn’t synonym to immediacy, 
change means decisions, it means cleaning up 
three decades of social, political and economic 
messes. Change means the rebirth of a system, 
which comes after the death of what once ex-
isted, change means no involvement of former 
political authorities, none whatsoever. Change 
also means that the decisions are not based on 
the interests of the powers, but on the interests 
of the people. The decisions create a concern for 
what’s to come. If the people want to live the 
“out with the old and in with the new” motto, 
they need to take direct part in the decisions, 
they need to choose everything, starting with 
choosing those who make the choices.

What once plagued Egypt is not over till 
it’s gone forever, till the people get re-educated 
on what conscious choices of the people really 
mean. Come to the think of it, Egypt has never 
really lived democratically - it wasn’t three de-
cades of problems, it was actually three series of 
poor presidents.  Egypt has never seen a stable 
political system. With things being in the control 
of a military that pledges allegiance to no one, 
any immediate change should be concerning, not 
celebrated. Egypt needs time to make a reflective 
change, not a reflexive one again.


