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The Montreal Biodome announced a male Canada Lynx was born at 150 grams on May 27 in Montreal. The infant, seen here on
Wednesday, August 15, 2012, is the first of 6 births by this mating pair to survive
Photograph by: (Dave Sidaway / THE GAZETTE)

A lynx born at the Montreal Biodôme in May has finally made his first public appearance. The cub is the
first lynx born at the Biodôme in its 20-year history and on Wednesday it surprised staff and visitors
when it stepped out of its isolated cage.
“It’s quite the event,” said Bianca Tinker, animal trainer and zookeeper at the Biodôme. “Only one lynx
was born in captivity in all of North America in the past year. This is the second one, so it was a nice
surprise to see its debut.”
For the first two months, the cub was monitored through a camera installed near its cage.
Its parents were brought to the Biodôme in 2006 and placed in its Laurentian Maple Forest ecosystem.
The mother’s first pregnancy wasn’t successful. Tinker explained that the mother needed to learn to
protect and care for her newborns through experience. During her last pregnancy, her babies were
underfed and she accidentally stepped on one of them shortly after the birth, Tinker said. “She
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unfortunately lost all her babies the first time. This baby was born along with two other ones, and it’s
the only that survived,” she said.
In the wilderness, a male and female lynx separate once they’ve mated and the baby lives near the
mother until it can survive independently, Tinker said.
At the Biodôme, staff has kept the father away from the rest of the family so the mother doesn’t develop
aggressive behaviour protecting her cub. Staff has gotten a glimpse of that behaviour. “The mother is
by nature very protective of her child. To minimize her discomfort and anger, the team that cared for her
and the baby was limited to five people.”
Tinker has also been training the cub, who’s simply known to staff as “the baby” — since it’s the only
successful lynx reproduction at the Biodôme.
It has gradually learned to spend time away from its mother, by eating alone and staying awake when
she is asleep. Under the guidance of the Canadian Association of Zoos and Aquariums (CAZA), the
team will develop a plan to permanently separate the cub from the mother and eventually place it in its
own mating space. CAZA established a process called the species survival plan, a system that helps
manage the living conditions of animals that live in the wilderness. According to the plan, the cub can
be separated from the mother between the ages of four and 10 months — once it no longer needs her
milk.
“Outside of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, the Canadian lynx population is very safe from
extinction,” explained Serge Pepin, an animal conservation specialist at the Biodôme.
However, raising and training lynx in captivity has always been a challenge for zoologists in North
America. According to Tinker, there are 60 lynx dispersed in 30 different institutions in Canada and
none have been successful at reproducing. Tinker hopes that this is a start to more success. “We hope
that this cub can also successfully mate when it’s older,” she said.
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